Lessons from a surveillance program of semen quality.
The discovery in 1977 that dibromochloropropane (DBCP) could induce male sterility led to an interest in the surveillance of semen quality in men working in a pesticide manufacturing plant. The program consisted of an initial questionnaire, physical examination, and serial semen analyses. The success of the surveillance was limited by economic considerations and protocol compliance problems. Based on the experience with this program, recommendations for future surveillance efforts are presented.